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Senate 
The Senate met at 9:33 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. LEAHY). 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. To-
day’s prayer will be offered by His Holi-
ness the Dalai Lama. 

PRAYER 

His Holiness the Dalai Lama offered 
the following prayer: 

Firstly, as usual, I am a Buddhist 
monk—a simple Buddhist monk—so we 
pray to Buddha and all other Gods. 

With our thoughts we make our 
world. Our mind is central and precedes 
our deeds. Speak or act with a pure 
mind, and happiness will follow you 
like a shadow that never leaves. 

May there be joy in the world, with 
bountiful harvest and spiritual wealth. 
May every good fortune come to be, 
and may all our wishes be fulfilled. As 
long as space remains, and as long as 
sentient beings remain, until then, 
may I too remain and help dispel the 
misery of the world. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The 
majority leader is recognized. 

f 

WELCOMING HIS HOLINESS THE 
DALAI LAMA 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, it is my 
pleasure to welcome to the Senate his 
Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama. I know I 
speak for the entire Senate family 
when I express our gratitude for the 
prayer to open the Senate and his 
words of encouragement and his bless-
ing. 

His Holiness the Dalai Lama is well 
known throughout the world as the 
spiritual leader of the Tibetan people 
and for spreading the gospel of peace, 
compassion, and love to our fellow 
human beings. But it is the tradition 
when the Senate welcomes a guest 
Chaplain to say a few words about the 
honored guest. 

My friendship with His Holiness has 
roots from a good man from California 
by the name of Richard Blum who has 
done more, in my opinion, to help the 
Tibetan people and His Holiness than 
anyone else. His Holiness often says 
that he is only a simple monk born to 
a farming family in northeastern 
Tibet. 

To millions of people in Tibet and 
across the globe, he is much more. He 
is a source of hope and inspiration in a 
world that can sometimes seem very 
dark. When he was only 2 years old, His 
Holiness was recognized as the reincar-
nation of the 13th Dalai Lama. Four 
years later, when he was a little boy, 
he began his monastic education. He 
studied logic, art, Tibetan culture, and 
Buddhist philosophy, among many 
other things. 

At age 23 he passed his exam with 
honors and was awarded what would be 
an equivalent of a Ph.D., a doctorate of 
Buddhist philosophy. For more than 
half a century, the Dalai Lama has 
been traveling the world raising aware-
ness about the concerns of 6 million 
fellow Tibetans—as he would say: Mak-
ing new friends around the world. 

In Tibetan Buddhist philosophy, the 
Dalai Lamas, all of them, are enlight-
ened beings who have postponed their 
own nirvana, or liberation from the 
cycle of reincarnation, in order to 
serve humanity. This particular en-
lightened being has chosen to serve hu-
manity by spreading a message of 
peace. 

He motivates countless people 
around the world, people of every faith, 
to practice compassion toward one an-
other. His Holiness urges us all: ‘‘Be 

kind whenever possible. It is always 
possible.’’ The Dalai Lama’s teachings 
contain lessons from people around the 
world and certainly within this Cham-
ber. His Holiness also advises us: ‘‘The 
best way to resolve any problem in the 
human world is for all sides to sit down 
and talk.’’ Pretty simple, but very 
true. It is advice that those of us fortu-
nate enough to serve our country and 
our constituents in the Senate should 
take to heart and follow. 

The presence of His Holiness in this 
Chamber today inspires me as I hope it 
does all of us to renew our commit-
ment to speak and act with a pure 
mind and to help dispel the misery of 
the world. 

f 

CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT 
BLOCK GRANT ACT OF 2014—MO-
TION TO PROCEED—Resumed 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to 

proceed to Calendar No. 309, S. 1086. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report. 
The assistant legislative clerk read 

as follows: 
A bill (S. 1086) to reauthorize and improve 

the Child Care and Development Block Grant 
Act of 1990, and for other purposes. 

SCHEDULE 
Mr. REID. Following my remarks 

and those of the Republican leader, the 
Senate will be in a period of morning 
business until 10:30, with Republicans 
controlling the first half and the ma-
jority the final half. Following morn-
ing business, the Senate will proceed to 
executive session. At 11:20, there will 
be up to three rollcall votes on execu-
tive nominations. Following those 
votes, there will be 2 hours of debate on 
the military sexual assault bills. At 
about 2 p.m., there will be a series of 
rollcall votes in relation to the mili-
tary sexual assault bills. We also ex-
pect to consider additional executive 
nominations which may require votes 
later in the day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
SCHATZ). The Senator from Vermont. 
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